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Faced with growing numbers
of students in"need of help for
drug and alcohol addictions,
the William Floyd School Dis-
trict announced at a school
board meeting last night a plan
to house a substance abuse
treatment.. clinic at its high
school — the only such treat-
ment faci the state.

The outpatient clinic, which
still must receive state approv-
al, would represent the most
dramatic step a Long Island dis-
trict has taken since a recent
surge in teenage opiate abuse
seized the attention of parents,
teachers and administrators.

“It’s time to bring these ser-
vices to the community,” said

Robert Vecchio, school board
president. Spectators asked
questions about the plan but
expressed no major concerns.

Drug treatment experts said
the company running the pro-
gram at no expense to the dis-
trict, Huntington Station-
based nonprofit Daytop, must
take extra steps to protect stu-
dent privacy and closely moni-
tor those in treatment with
friends — relationships, espe-
cially romantic ones, can af-
fect treatment. Students can
pay for it through their par-
ents’ health insurance.

“I see privacy as a major ob-
stacle they have to navigate
very carefully,” said Richard
Buckman of Long Island
Friends of Recovery, an advoca-
Cy group.

But Buckman and others gen-
erally applauded the idea. “If
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they can do this the right way,
they can make it a model,” said
Jeffrey Reynolds, executive di-
rector of the nonprofit Long Is-
land Council on Alcoholism
and Drug Dependence.

Ina Nov. 4 state license appli-
cation, Daytop said it would
have capacity for 60 patients
for group and individual coun-
seling and pay $18,000 a year to
lease a foot suite in
the 3,200-student school. The
program would not dispense
drugs, and only William Floyd
students may be treated there,
officials said. - Admissions
would include walk-ins, refer-
rals from school counselors and
those mandated by court.

Willlam Floyd school board prosldent Robert Vecduo,

speaks about plans for a new drug clinic at a meeting last night.

The facility would likely be
housed in the school’s counsel-
ing center. Officials said stu-
dent confidentiality would be
guarded carefully; records
would be kept by Daytop and
not shared with the school.

Officials at the state Office of
Alcoholism and Substance
Abuse Services, which licenses
treatment facilities, said Mon-
roe County schools upstate ex-
perimented with treatment pro-
grams in the 1990s, but have
since discontinued them for rea-
sons unclear yesterday.

“This is really groundbreak-
ing,” said Caroline Sullivan,
Daytop’s managing director.
“We need to move away from
the model of people coming to
us. We need to reach out and
be where they are.”

Vecchio said William Floyd
students struggling with addic-
tion are often hurt by lack of
public transit in an area bereft
of treatment centers. The pro-
gram’s application says the

nearest program to the school
is 2 miles away and not accessi-
ble by public transit.
Treatment admissions for
all types of drugs have in-
creased in recent years, across
the state and on Long Island.
A series of heroin deaths
prompted school  districts
from Smithtown to Massape-
qua to hold mandatory fo-
rums, and prevention special-
ists are now in many schools.
At William Floyd, students
found in possession of drugs
have “increased exponentially”
in the last two years, resulting
in 38 hearings and many long-
term suspensions, said Princi-
pal Robert Feeney in a memo
contained in Daytop’s state ap-
plication. “Every school —
every community — is dealing
with the issue of addiction,”
said Vecchio, an original propo-
nent of the new program. “We
know that needs are being
unmet in our area in particular.
It’s about accessing services.”.
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